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Solar Car Race Day 
Recently, Girl Scouts in the fifth grade and up were given the opportunity to
learn about solar power by building and racing their own solar-powered car.
The solar car kits were purchased through the council and the girls put their
own unique spin on the vehicles with decorations and stickers. The girls con-
structed their cars and tested them out in their troops prior to the race. 

Solar Car Race Day took place on November 4, 2006 in the Camp Maude
Eaton lodge. Troop 299 of Billerica arrived eager to test out their vehicle
against the other solar cars. They were surprised to discover that they were
the only troop to have successfully constructed a solar car. Without
appropriate vehicles, the other troops had to forfeit the race. The girls from
troop 229 found themselves racing not against other girls, but against two
cars built by Spar and Spindle’s fearless outdoor educators. 

After some minor tweaking of wires and tires, the races began. The three vehi-
cles competed on two types of tracks - divided and open. Troop 299 won
each of the timed races on both tracks. Their winning speed on the divided
track was 14.6 seconds, and on the open track was 11.9 seconds. After win-
ning by approximately one second the girls rejoiced and sang their theme
song. Oh, and their car also won the prize for “best decorated” vehicle.

“Although we were the only troop, it was a fun event,” said the Troop 299 girls. They walked away with prizes in
each category and talking about trying out other programs in the future.

Submitted by Jennifer van Buren with Billerica Troop 299

Girls from Billerica troop 299 keep their
solar-powered car neck and neck with the
competition during the divided track race.

Service CenterLobby Adorned with Girl Scout Mission 
Thanks to Carolyn and Joe Joslin

If you have visited the North Andover Service Center recently, you surely
noticed the caligraphy version of our new Girl Scout mission statement
proudly displayed in the lobby. We’d like to extend our thanks to Carolyn and
Joe Joslin for donating their time and effort to create and install the sign.

Girl Scouting builds girls
of courage, confidence,

and character,
who make the world

a better place.

Danvers Troop 460 in London
Danvers Girl Scout Troop 460 spent three and a half
years planning their trip to London, England. The
perserverance and patience finally paid off. This past
June, when the girls graduated from high school, they
travelled to London with their leader, Carolyn Joslin. 

From left to right: Kara Johnson, Colleen Duggan, and
Lauren Vowells of Troop 460 with costumed interpreters
at Hampton Court in London.
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Unique Ropes Course Opens at The Center
The Center in Rowley is now the site of a universally accessible ropes course. Open
to troops, groups, and the public from May through October, it is one of only two
such courses in New England. Remarkable in many ways, this universalcourse was
designed and built so that all girls in a group (including those with weight or other
physical challenges) can participate and succeed. Each element has a belay system so
girls can physically assist each other.

The course was designed by Girl Scouts, who drew ideas for the course, and built by
Absolutely Experiential, Inc. Our builder, John Ireland, worked to create a course
that matched the girls ideas. Karyn Martin, Director of Outdoor Program for the
council, added universal accessibility adaptations. Karyn is a consultant to Universal
Bridges, a California company that builds rope courses that are fully accessible. “It
has been my dream to create a course like this for Girl Scouts of Spar and Spindle
girls,” said Martin. “We are very fortunate to have worked with John Ireland and
Absolutely Experiential who took our ideas and designs and made them real.”

See what girls and leaders are saying about the course...and think about booking
your group to tackle the lava river, spider web, giant’s ladder, and trapeze leap!

What Girls ar e Saying
“It was fun, exhilarating, tiring, and superb”

“It challenged us both mentally and physically”
“It forced us to think about things and work as a team”

“It was really fun and hard”
“An exciting teambuilding exercise”

“We had to work together”
“We had to agree”

“I felt proud afterwards”
“Felt like I accomplished something”

“Left me wanting more, more, more!”

What Leaders are Saying
“The experience cemented them as a group. They’ve known each other for quite some time, but this taught them to
see each other as a group, and not simply as individuals.”

“Great experience for our girls because we merged two troops into one...a chance to work together as a blended
troop...and build up their confidence in themselves and their fellow troop members.”

“They learned that they had capabilities that they never thought they had.”

Comprehensive Adventure Skills Program
Extreme Team is only one part of our council’s comprehensive adventure skills program. The progression starts with
Girl Challenge for grades 2-3, Team Challenge for grades 3-4, Adventure Team and Flying Squirrel for grades 4-6,
and continues with Extreme Team. The next phase will include a climbing wall to be built at The Center. Each phase
focuses on one aspect of teambuilding skills and also enables girls to build their trust and communications skills.

Contributed by Karyn Martin and the girls and leaders of Topsfield Troop 958

Girls from Topsfield troop 958
work on the “Nitro Catch” at the
new Girl Scout universal ropes
course in Rowley.

Sixth graders find that team-
work pays off on the Giant
Spider Web during an
Extreme Team outing.


